@Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, A 20515

October 12, 2011

The Honorable Hal Rogers

Chairman, Committee on Appropriations
H-307 The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Denny Rehberg

Chairman, Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, Education and Related Agencies
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Rogers and Chairman Rehberg,

As you may know, the Department of Health and Human Services has issued a proposed rule
(Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Standards Related to Reinsurance, Risk Corridors and Risk
Adjustment, HHS-0S-2011-0022) regarding implementation of the risk adjustment program required by
last year's health reform law.

In this proposed rule, HHS has laid out three possible options for data collection. Two of the
options laid out by the proposed rule require the submission of extremely sensitive private health care
data (such as the type of care received, the amount paid for services, demographics, etc.) and private
insurer actuarial risk model calculations to a centralized health care database, either at the state or federal
level. The third option requires insurers to calculate individual risk scores on their own and submit those
scores to the federal government. In order to verify the accuracy of insurer risk score calculations the
federal government would likely need to access raw claims data.

The creation of a centralized health care database and potential government access to raw claims
data constitute government overreach, impinge on patients' rights to privacy and potentially jeopardize
fair competition in the health care market. Therefore, I ask that you insert language prohibiting funding
for the implementation of such a database or the access of private health care records into any omnibus
appropriations bill. Possible language could read, "None of the funds in this act or any other act may be
used for the preparation, creation, implementation or maintenance of a centralized database of private
health care data or for providing or potentially allowing access to private health care data.”

This database issue is another classic example of the bureaucratic, big government nightmare
created by ObamaCare, and ] urge you to move immediately to defund any attempt to create a national
database of private health information.

Sincerely,
%’” oM (anzf
Tim Huelskamp om Graves
Member of Congress Members of Congress

Cc: Speaker Boehner, Leader Cantor
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List of Signers of Letter to Appropriations Committee:

Rep. Tim Huelskamp (KS-01)
Rep. Lynn Westmoreland (GA-03)
Rep. Ron Paul (TX-14)

Rep. Marsha Blackburn (TN-07)
Rep. Larry Bucshon (IN-08)
Rep. Mark Kelly (PA-03)

Rep. Roscoe Bartlett (MD-06)
Rep. David McKinley (WV-01)
Rep. Mo Brooks (AL-05)

10. Rep. Jeff Duncan (SC-03)

11. Rep. Trent Franks (AZ-02)

12. Rep. Walter Jones (NC-03)

13. Rep. Lynn Jenkins (KS-02)

14. Rep. Mike Coffman (CO-06)
15. Rep. Bill Posey (FL-15)

16. Rep. Ted Poe (TX-02)

17. Rep. Tom Graves (GA-09)

18. Rep. Andy Harris (MD-01)

19. Rep. James Lankford (OK-05)
20. Rep. Vicky Hartzler (MO-04)
21. Rep. Joe Pitts (PA-16)

22. Rep. Bill Flores (TX-17)

23. Rep. Reid Ribble (WI1-08)

24. Rep. Steve Southerland (FL-02)
25. Rep. Joe Walsh (FL-08)

26. Rep. John Fleming (LA-04)

27. Rep. Mike Pompeo (KS-04)
28. Rep. Howard Coble (NC-06)
29. Rep. Tim Scott (SC-01)

30. Rep. Scott Tipton (CO-03)

31. Rep. Todd Rokita (IN-04)

32. Rep. Corey Gardner (CO-04)
33. Rep. Louie Gohmert (TX-01)
34. Rep. Mike Conaway (TX-11)
35. Rep. Jean Schmidt (OH-02)

36. Rep. Paul Broun (GA-10)

37. Rep. Todd Akin (MO-02)
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